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Advisory Action 



Application No. 

09/542,783 



Applicant(s) 

WHITMAN ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2823 



Examiner 

Brook Kebede | 

.n. MAILING DA, tot Ms com„,^*» VpL. on tte c« r snee, w«n .n. Ion*,****. «w« - 

THE REPLY FILED 15 October 2002 W™^™£2^&%ESK! 
Therefore, further actlor [to the m^J^^ f^^SSmSmS^^^ I**" t" e application in 

KSr^ 

Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. 

period FOR REPLY [check either a) or b)] 

a) B The period for reply expires 3 month, from the mailing date of the ^^jectioa fa ^ )n 

b □ The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of of tne L. rejection. 

SeeMPEP 

ExIenSem^^^^^^^ 

fee have been filed is the date for purposes o detanmmn g he pe ^^^J^J pen ? od for 9 re p| y originally set in the final Office act.on; or 
timely filed, may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

1 .□ A Notice of Appeal was filed on 
2 



Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 



3 The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) El they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) ® they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or s.mphfy.ng the 

issues for appeal; and/or . 

(d ) □ they present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: 



3. Q Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

4. Q Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment 

canceling the non-allowable claim(s). 
5 □ The a)D affidavit, b)D exhibit, or c)D request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the 

application in condition for allowance because: . 

6.Q The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newly 

raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. 
7 M For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)B will not be entered or b)D will be entered and an 
M e^aSn ofhoS the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: HZ. 

Claim(s) rejected: . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



8. D The proposed drawing correction filed on lsa)Q approved or b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. D Note the attached Information Disclosure Statements PTO-1449) Paper No(s). . 

10. Q Other: 
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Continuation Sheet (PTO-3UJ) 

Advisory Action 

1. The Examiner has given full consideration of the amendment filed on October 15, 2002 
inPaperNo. 13, after Final Office Action of Paper No. 12. However, the limitation in claim(s) 1 
"an upper surface of at least a portion of said material over or within said at least one recess 
being substantially planar" is required further search. In addition, there is no convincing showing 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 16(b) why the proposed amendment is necessary and was not earlier presented. 

Correspondence 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brook Kebede whose telephone number is (703) 306-45 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olik Chaudhuri can be reached on (703) 306-2794. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




Brook Kebede 
November 4, 2002 



